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the son had already come to a state of half belief
in Buddha, A man who, in early youth, gives up
for the search of truth a palace, a kingdom, a wife
and a son, is without doubt a seeker after truth.
If such a man performs austerities for six years
in the forest and says at the end of it that he
knows the truth, he could not be speaking false-
hood. What is the objection to his teaching ?
That it differs from the Veda ? But, really, the
Veda is eternal and one. It is known by God's
grace. The knowledge that came to so sincere a
man as this Sakya ascetic, what other than the
Veda can it be? And if it is something else,
what objection could there be to seeing what it is ?
If merely listening to it could affect one's faith in
the Veda, how little should be the worth of its
meaning? One should not question a teacher's
teaching; but if a teacher's teaching brings no
peace of mind, it should be permissible to listen to
other teaching and get the meaning of the
teacher's teaching and seek for peace. Is not the
Teacher in the heart a teacher ? Why was that
Teacher telling him that what he had learnt could
not be the whole of truth ? Argument after this
fashion led Narasimha to the conclusion that he
ought to go and listen to the Buddha.

A few days later he left home and went to
Benares;  and   having gone there he did not